
www.iifa-aifi.org
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC FIQH ACADEMY

AcAdemy news

THE THIRD ISSUE

Under the chairmanship of the OIC Secretary-General, 
the Bureau Committee held its periodic meeting
H.E. Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen, 
Secretary-General of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation 
and President of the Council 
Bureau, chaired the Bureau 
Committee’s periodic meeting 
on Thursday 09 Jamada Al-Ou-
la 1442, corresponding to 24 
December 2020.
The meeting was attended by 
H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Humaid, 
President of the International Is-
lamic Fiqh Academy (IIFA) and 
Vice-Chairman of the Bureau, 
H.E. Prof. Koutoub Sano, Secre-
tary-General of the Academy and 
Secretary of the Bureau, as well as 
other Committee members includ-
ing H.E. Sheikh Ahmed bin Ha-
mad Al Khalili, Grand Mufti of the 
Sultanate of Oman, H.E. Dr. Abu 
Bakr Doukouri, and H.E. Prof. 
Ajeel Al-Nashmi.
H.E. Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen 
opened the meeting by expressing 
his thanks to the Secretariat-Gen-
eral of the Academy and the Bu-
reau members for their continued 
support to the Academy and high-
lighted the important intellectual 
role that the International Islamic 
Fiqh Academy has played since its 
creation as the Shariah arm of the 
OIC, which continues to provide 
Islamic solutions and answers to the 
problems of concern to the Mus-
lim communities with a scientific 
approach based on the promotion 
of the values such as moderation, 
tolerance, confronting extremism 
and fanaticism at all levels. This al-
ways had an enormous impact on 
achieving intellectual security of 
the Muslim Ummah and the OIC 
Member States. As for H.E. Sheikh 
Saleh bin Humaid, President of the 
Academy, he thanked the OIC Sec-
retary-General for his continued 
support to the Academy.
The meeting discussed the agenda 
presented by H.E. Prof. Koutoub 
Sano. It included three themes, 
namely the clause approving the 
minutes of the last Bureau meeting 
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

The second theme was a detailed 
annual report on the activities and 
programs of the Academy. The third 
theme included the financial report 
and the proposed budget for the 
year 2022.
After deliberations and clarifica-
tions upon all issues and questions 
related to the three themes of the 
meeting, the Bureau issued several 
recommendations, notably:
-The Bureau expressed its sincere 
thanks, deep appreciation, and 
prayers for forgiveness and mercy 
on H.E. Prof. Abdulsalam al-Ab-
badi and the expert members who 
perished this year, such as Sheikh 
Mohamed Mokhtar al-Salami, Dr. 
Anas Abdul Nour Kaleesa, Dr. Ab-
dul Sattar Abu Ghudda, Dr. Jafar 
Abdulsalam, Dr. Muhammad Ab-
dulhalim Omar, and Sheikh Mo-
hamed al-Taskhiri.
-Approval of the minutes of the 
Bureau’s last meeting and adoption 
of all its articles.
-Approval of the decisions taken 
by the meetings of the Supervi-
sory Board of the Academy Waqf 
Fund, that included the designation 
of the Islamic Development Bank 
to manage and invest the funds of 
the Waqf, in addition to celebrating 
the first donation to the Waqf by 
H.E. Eng. Solaiman Al-Khereiji. 
Furthermore, the Committee re-
quested to send brochures about 
the Waqf Fund of the Academy 
and its programs and activities to 
the Committee members to reach 
out to governmental and charitable 
organizations to support the Waqf.
-Approval of the statements and 
recommendations of the Academy’s 
symposium on German measles, 

the medico-legal symposium on 
issues related to the novel coronavi-
rus, as well as the Scientific Forum 
between the Academy and the Sha-
riah Councils, members of Islamic 
banks, and financial institutions 
held in the headquarters country.
-Celebrating the publication of the 
fourth edition of the resolutions and 
recommendations of the Academy 
after an eleven-year interruption. 
This new edition includes all the 
resolutions, recommendations and 
statements issued by the Academy 
from the 2nd session up to the 24th 
session (the last session), which 
reached 238 resolutions and recom-
mendations. The Committee also 
welcomed the publication of intro-
ductory brochures of the Academy 
in three languages, as well as the 
updating of the Academy’s web-
site in the three  official languages 
and the publication of the monthly 
newsletter, “Academy News”, which 
contains the most important activi-
ties and programs of the Academy.
-Announcing that the 25th session 
shall be held in November 2021, 
with the adoption of the most im-
portant topics of the session pro-
posed by the members, experts 
and departments of the Secretari-
at-General of the Academy.
-Approval of the five-year strategic 
plan prepared by the Secretariat 
General of the Academy. This plan 
includes a precise formulation of 
the most important activities and 
programs that the Academy will 
implement each year for the next 
five years. The plan also includes 
a precise formulation of the most 
crucial performance indicators to 
ensure that the Secretariat Gener-

al implements its activities and 
programs in accordance with the 
strategic plan.
-Approval of H.E. Dr. Muham-
mad Ahmed Muslim al-Khalay-
la’s appointment by the Hashem-
ite Kingdom of Jordan as its new 
representative member, succeed-
ing the late H.E. Prof. Abdul-
salam Al-Abbadi.

-Approval of H.E. Dr. Abdel-Ra-
him Adam Soliman’s appointment 
by the Republic of Sudan as its new 
representative member, succeeding 
H.E. Dr. Essam Al-Bashir.
-Referring to the third theme, 
the Committee took note of the 
financial report of the Academy 
which was presented by the Sec-
retariat-General of the Academy, 
and noted with gratitude that this 
yearthe Academy did not register 
a deficit in its budget. This is due 
to the intense efforts made by the 
Secretary-General of the Acade-
my since he assumed office three 
months ago.  His Excellency ad-
dressed several Member states of 
the Academy to settle their arrears 
which they did over the past two 
months.
-The Secretary-General of the 
Academy also informed the Com-
mittee members that many Mem-
ber states are expected to settle 
their arrears in the coming months, 
which will enable the Academy to 
implement its programs and activ-
ities and to fulfill its mission in the 
best possible way.
-At the end of the meeting, the 
OIC Secretary-General, H.E. Dr. 
Yousef Al-Othaimeen expressed 
his sincere thanks and appreciation 
for the continued support by the 
Bureau members, headed by H.E. 
Sheikh Saleh bin Humaid, Presi-
dent of the Academy. His Excellen-
cy also expressed his sincere thanks 
to the Secretary-General of the 
Academy for his highly esteemed 
efforts, which led to a quantum leap 
in the activities and programs of the 
Academy since he took office.

ISSUED IN ARABIC, ENGLISH AND FRENCH

GRATIS



H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Humaid, 
Advisor to the Royal Court in 
KSA, Member of Supreme council 
of Ulama in KSA, Imam-Khatib at 
the Great Mosque and President 
of the International Islamic Fiqh 
Academy, paid a visit to the head-
quarters of the Secretariat-Gen-
eral of the Academy in Jeddah, 
where he was received by the Sec-
retary-General of the Academy.
The Secretary-General of the 
Academy welcomed H.E. Sheikh 
Saleh bin Humaid and thanked 
him for his visit. He also thanked 
him on behalf of the Academy 
employees for his outstanding ef-
forts to advance the Academy and 
accomplish its mission in the de-
sired manner.
H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Humaid 
inspected the offices which have 
been modernized, developed and 
equipped in a manner worthy 
of the prestigious status of the 
Academy and its notoriety as the 

leading jurisprudential 
reference for the OIC 
Member States and 
Muslim societies around 
the world.
For his part, H.E. Sheikh 
Saleh bin Humaid com-
mended the radical re-
forms and expressed his 
contentment at these de-
velopments and changes 
at the Secretariat-Gen-
eral  offices . His Excel-
lency also expressed his 
satisfaction at the work’s 
progress in the Academy, hoping 
that the next phase will be even 
better.
At the end of the visit, His Ex-
cellency took commemorative 
pictures with all the Academy 
staff and urged them to continue 
their efforts for the advancement 
of the Academy to fulfill the hopes 
placed in it by the OIC Member 
states.

2
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED

BY THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC FIQH ACADEMY A C A D E M Y  N E W S

THE THIRD  ISSUE

H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Humaid Visits the Headquarters of the Academy

Eng. Solaiman Elkhereiji makes the first donation to the Waqf Fund of the Academy...
The Secretary-General of the Acade-
my, H.E. Prof. Koutoub Sano, received 
H.E. Eng. Solaiman Elkhereiji and 
his delegation at his office in Jeddah 
on Tuesday 7 Jumada Al-Oula 1442, 
corresponding to 22 December 2020.
His Excellency welcomed the hon-
orable delegation and expressed, on 
behalf of H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Hu-
maid -Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board of the Waqf Fund-, his deep 
thanks and high appreciation to Eng. 
Solaiman Elkhereiji, for his gener-
ous initiative to endow an apartment 
in Makkah Al-Mukarramah for the 
Academy’s Waqf Fund. Therefore, this 
endowment is the first endowment 
registered in the name of the Waqf 
Fund of the International Islamic 
Fiqh Academy since its inception.
His Excellency took this opportuni-
ty to call upon philanthropists in the 
Muslim world to support this Waqf 
Fund to enable the Academy to meet 
the expectations of the Muslim world 
and achieve the objectives and hopes 
placed on it as the first jurisprudential 
reference for Muslim countries and 
societies.
For his part, Eng. Solaiman Elkherei-
ji expressed his joy on this good deed 
-by Allah the Almighty’s grace- which 
shall contribute to the Academy’s 
progress.
It should be noted that the establish-
ment of a special Waqf Fund for the 
International Islamic Fiqh Academy is 
due to the historic decision by the OIC 
Foreign Ministers Council, provided 
that the incomes of the Fund are spent 
to support the Academy’s budget.
Among meeting attendees were Dr. 

Omar Zuhair Hafez, Member of the 
Supervisory Board of the Waqf Fund, 
and Mr. Muhammad Solaiman Elk-
hereiji.
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The Secretary-General of the 
Academy, H.E. Prof. Koutoub 
Sano, participated via videocon-
ference in the 33rd Conference 
of Muslims in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, held under the ti-
tle of “Islamic Legal Provisions 
on Epidemics and Pandemics” 
between 15-16 Jamada Al-Oula 
1442, corresponding to 30-31 De-
cember 2020, jointly organized by 
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
the Islamic Call Center for Latin 
America.
In his opening speech, His Excel-
lency praised the importance of 
this conference in this challenging 
phase the world is going through 
due to this pandemic which has 
claimed nearly two million lives, al-
tered our way of life and had a mas-
sive impact on the global economy, 
he also called upon the participants 
to foster cooperation and integra-
tion between jurists and doctors to 
formulate jurisprudential rulings 
that stem from a correct and inte-
grated perception of the issues in 
hand before clarifying the Shariah 
provisions that concern them.
In his speech, His Excellency listed 

a few Shariah texts that emphasize 
the need for prevention and treat-
ment through different means to 
treat diseases. He also spoke about 
the importance of resorting to the 
noble Shariah objectives represent-
ed by the five necessities. 
His Excellency enumerated the 
main legal maxims that should be 
taken into account while searching 
to formulate the Shariah provisions 
related to the new coronavirus pan-
demic and other epidemics and 
diseases.The following are some of 
the very important legal maxim: the 
necessity leads to the authorization 
of the prohibited deeds, the harm 
must be removed; the hardship 
begets ease, the custom is of force; 

when a matter tightens it must 
widen and when it widens it must 
tighten; the general need may be-
come a necessity and consequently 
it will be treated equally etc. To 
His Excellency these maxims and 
others could guide jurists and doc-
tors in their attempt to formulate 
suitable solutions to the new crises 
and calamities inshaallah. Indeed, 
the jurists will have no difficulty in 
directing, guiding and counseling 
people once they base their work on 
these texts and maxims
Again, the legal maxim which 

states that”acts of the ruler are 
commanded by upholding the pub-
lic interest” and “the ruling of the 
ruler lifts the disagreement among 
the views of the jurists”, as well as 
several Quranic verses on the ne-
cessity to obey Allah, His Messen-
ger, and the rulers, His Excellency 
called upon everyone to respect the 
precautionary policies and proce-
dures issued by the local author-
ities around the world to preserve 
human lives based on the Islamic 
teachings on the necessity to obey 
the rulers and those in charge

H.E. Prof. Koutoub Sano calls for “closer and permanent cooperation 
between jurists and doctors” during the 33rd International 
Conference of Muslims in Latin America and the Caribbean

GCC-UNHCR Representatives visits the Secretariat-General of the Academy
The Secretary-General of the In-
ternational Islamic Fiqh Academy 
received in his office in Jeddah 
on Wednesday 2 Jamada Al-Oula 
1442, corresponding to 16 Decem-
ber 2020, a delegation of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, headed by Prof. 
Khaled Khalifa, the UN Repre-
sentative in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council alongside Dr. Mamoun 
Mohsen.
On this occasion, the delegation 
thanked and appreciated His Ex-
cellency for the fatwah issued by 
the Academy allowing the HCR 
to receive Zakat and charity funds 
from all over the world and dis-
tribute them to deserving people 
such as refugees and displaced 
persons. They also expressed their 
deep thanks for this fatwah’s enor-
mous effect that enabled the Com-
missariat to receive $46 million as 
Zakat funds and $ 9.2 million as 
charity funds between January and 
June 2020.
The delegation invited H.E. Prof. 
Koutoub Sano to participate in 
the workshops to be organized by 

the HCR Office in Nigeria during 
the first quarter of 2021 to discuss 
the conditions of displaced persons 
and refugees and to organize the 
collection of Zakat, charities and 
donations to be spent in the camps 
established by the HCR Office in 
Nigeria. His Excellency welcomed 
this invitation and promised to at-
tend.
His Excellency reviewed with the 
delegation the issue of street chil-
dren and the rights of the child, 
explaining that this phenomenon, 
which is social, religious and po-
litical, is disturbing and dangerous 
and thus requires concerted efforts 
by governments, organizations and 
councils to address and eliminate 
it, as is the case with the phenom-
enon of exploitation of disabled 
persons in begging by gangs.
His Excellency also stressed the 
gravity of this problem and its 
repercussions, particularly on the 
security aspects of societies world-
wide. At the end of the meeting, 
both sides exchanged commemo-
rative souvenirs for the occasion.
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H.E. Prof. Sano Speaks at the Global Conference on 
“Epidemics in Islamic Civilization”

The Secretary-General of the Interna-
tional Islamic Fiqh Academy, H.E. Prof. 
Koutoub Sano, received on Monday in 
his office on 6 Jamada Al-Oula 1442 
corresponding to 21 December 2020, 
H.E. Amb. Ali Muhammad Al-Ayashi, 
Consul General of the Republic of Ye-
men, and the Dean of the Diplomatic 
and Consular Corps in Jeddah, who 
came to congratulate His Excellency 
on his assumption of office as Secre-
tary-General of the Academy.
His Excellency welcomed Amb. Ali 
Muhammad Al-Ayashi and thanked 
him for his well wishes and his vis-
it, which is the first of its kind to the 
Academy’s headquarters. His Excel-
lency briefed the visitor on the most 
important scientific and intellectual ac-
tivities and programs of the Academy. 

He also spoke to the Ambassador about 
the great role played by the Academy 
in combating intolerance, extremism 
and fanaticism on both intellectual and 
behavioral levels by disseminating and 
strengthening the values of moderation, 
temperance, and tolerance within and 
outside the Muslim world.
His Excellency told the Ambassador, 
that the Academy since its creation has 
adopted the method of rapprochement 
and complementarity among the jurists 
of recognized Islamic schools in formu-
lating its resolutions, recommendations 
and statements on issues of concern to 
Muslims around the world. His Ex-
cellency also expressed his thanks for 
the Republic of Yemen’s support to the 
Academy since its creation to this day.
For his part, Amb. Ali al-Ayashi thanked 

His Excellency for the additional infor-
mation on the Academy’s mission and 
the important activities and programs 
it carries out in the field of aware-
ness-raising, guidance and leadership. 
The Secretary-General also reviewed 
with the guest the distinguished and 
well-established relations of the Repub-
lic of Yemen with the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation in general and the 
International Islamic Fiqh Academy in 
particular and welcomed his willingness 
to strengthen cooperation with Yemeni 
scientific institutions.
His Excellency took this opportunity to 
express the wish of the Secretariat-Gen-
eral of the Academy to hold an extensive 
consultative meeting with the General 
Representations and Consulates of the 
OIC and other countries with Muslim 

communities in order to discuss forms 
and modes of cooperation and coordi-
nation between the Academy and the 
fatwa institutions and Islamic councils 
in these countries. The Ambassador wel-
comed this important initiative, empha-
sizing his willingness – in his capacity as 
the dean of the diplomatic and consular 
corps in Jeddah – to communicate with 
all diplomatic representations and con-
sulates in Jeddah to achieve this initia-
tive by holding a consultative meeting as 
soon as possible.
At the end of the meeting, H.E. Amb. 
Ali al-Ayashi visited the Academy’s li-
brary named after Sheikh Mohamed 
Habib Belkhoja, the first Secre-
tary-General and founding member of 
the Academy.

The Dean of Consular Corps in Jeddah Visits the Academy

The Secretary-General of the In-
ternational Islamic Fiqh Academy, 
H.E. Prof. Koutoub Sano, partici-
pated via video conference in the 
Global Conference organized 
by the Islamic Organization for 
Medical Sciences, entitled “Ep-
idemics Management in Islamic 
Civilization”, between 10-11 Ja-
mada Al-Oula 1442, correspond-
ing to 25-26 December 2020 in 
the State of Kuwait.
His Excellency delivered his 
speech at the opening ceremo-
ny of the conference in which he 
emphasized the importance of 
such events and the expectations 
from itto crystallize an integrated 
concept of epidemics and provide 
medical jurisprudential solutions 
to many related issues.
H.E. Prof. Sano listed sever-
al ahadeeth (citations from the 
Prophet PBUH) that illustrate the 
attention that Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) was paying to the 
health, welfare and life of human 
beings, and that, (PBUH) was the 

first to establish the isolation and 
quarantine regulations in force to-
day, when he ordered people to stay 
in their homes and places in case 
of an outbreak of an epidemic such 
as the plague. He also said that 
the Prophet (PBUH) commanded 
us not to mingle with the sick in 
case of an epidemic. The prophet 

(PBUH) said, “If you hear of an 
outbreak of plague in a land, do 
not enter it; but if the plague out-
breaks out in a place while you are 
in it, do not leave that place.”(Al-
Bukhari 5728).
He also said (PBUH): “Those with 
contagious diseases should be kept 
away from those who are healthy.” 

This is not specific to the plague, 
but rather includes all other infec-
tious and epidemic diseases.
His Excellency also spoke about 
several methods followed by the 
Prophet’s Companions, such as 
Omar bin Al-Khattab who post-
poned his journey to the Levant 
region because of the plague out-
break.
His Excellency further clar-
ified that the aforemen-
tioned ahadeeth are considered as 
testimonies and foundations for 
the coordination and cooperation 
efforts in crystallizing concepts 
and principles that would edu-
cate the general public and mo-
tivate them to follow the preven-
tive medical instructions, and he 
confirmed that the International 
Islamic Fiqh Academy is always 
ready to work with the Islamic Or-
ganization for Medical Sciences to 
clarify the Shariah rulings related 
to the pandemic, which serve the 
objectives of the Shariah in pro-
tecting lives until the crisis is over.
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Dr. Abdulqahir Qamar chairs the 4th Session of the 33rd Confer-
ence of Muslims of Latin America and the Caribbean
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H.E. Prof. Koutoub Sano, Sec-
retary-General of the Academy, 
held the third periodic monthly 
meeting of the Academy’s per-
sonnel on Sunday 19 Jamada 
Al-Oula 1442, corresponding 
to 3 January 2021.
His Excellency reviewed the 
results of the recent meeting of 
the Academy’s Bureau, which 
resulted in several decisions, 

the most important of which 
is the adoption of the amended 
statute of the Academy, which 
includes the adoption of the 
new organizational structure 
of the Academy’s departments 
and divisions.
On this occasion, His Excellen-
cy called upon all employees to 
enhance their efforts to realize 
the hopes placed on the Acade-

my by the OIC Member states. 
His Excellency also spoke of the 
honorary visit of H.E. Sheikh 
Saleh bin Humaid, President 
of the Academy, who inspected 
the developments and reforms 
in the departments and sections 
of the Secretariat-General of 
the Academy achieved in a re-
cord period, which was appre-
ciated and admired by His Ex-

cellency – the President of the 
Academy. 
At the end of the meeting, the 
Secretary-General of the Acad-
emy requested all the Academy 
employees to review the strate-
gic plan in detail and give their 
feedback before adopting it in 
its final form.

On behalf of H.E. Prof. Kout-
oub Sano, Secretary-General 
of the International Islamic 
Fiqh Academy, Dr. Abdulqahir 
Qamar, Director of Research, 
Studies and Fatwas Depart-
ment chaired the 4th Session 
of the 33rd Conference of 
Muslims of Latin America 
and the Caribbean, which was 
held via videoconference on 
16 Jamada Al-Oula 1442, cor-

responding to 31 December 
2020.
During a full hour, participants 
in the session discussed many 
topics related to the provisions 
of Islamic jurisprudence on 
epidemics and pandemics, as 
well as Ijtihad and Ifta rules 
on calamities, and the Shariah 
provisions on quarantine, cur-
fews, and contact with infected 
persons.
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The Secretary-General of IIFA calls international 
organizations to cooperate with the Academy

Prior to his official visit to the Kingdom of Morocco, the 
Secretary-General receives the Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the OIC
H.E. Prof. Koutoub Mous-
tapha Sano, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Academy, received 
H.E. Amb. Abdullah Babah, 
Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative of the Kingdom of 
Morocco to the OIC, in his 
office in Jeddah on Monday 
13 Jamada Al-Oula 1442, 
corresponding to December 
28, 2020.
His Excellency greeted the 
Ambassador and expressed 
his thanks and appreciation 
for his efforts to strengthen 
cooperation and partnership 
between the Academy and 
the Kingdom of Morocco, 
under the leadership of the 
Ministry of Habous (Endow-

ment) and Islamic Affairs of 
Morocco. H.E. Amb. Abdul-
lah Babah presented the latest 
preparations for the official 
visit of the Academy’s Secre-
tary-General to the Kingdom 
of Morocco, scheduled for 
7-21 January 2021.
His Excellency seized this 
opportunity to express the 
Academy’s aspiration to hold 
one of its coming Annual 
Sessions in the Kingdom of 
Morocco, in addition to sign-
ing memorandums of under-
standing with prestigious sci-
entific institutions such as the 
Supreme Scientific Council, 
the Mohammadian League, 
and others.

The Secretary-General of the 
International Islamic Fiqh 
Academy (IIFA), H.E. Prof. 
Koutoub Moustapha Sano, 
received on Tuesday 30 Rabi` 
Al-Akhir 1442, correspond-
ing to 15 December 2020 in 
his office in Jeddah, a dele-
gation of the World Mus-
lim Communities Council, 
headed by Dr. Muhammad 
Bachari, Secretary-General of 
the WMCC, and Prof. Has-
san al-Marzouqi, Executive 

Director of the WMCC.
His Excellency briefed the 
delegation on the enormous 
services the Academy renders 
to the Muslim World. He 
also briefed the delegation on 
the Academy’s five-year stra-
tegic plan, which includes the 
most important activities and 
programs that the Academy 
intends to implement over 
the next five years with the 
Muslim communities’ issues 
occupying a prominent place 

in these activities and pro-
grams.
His Excellency also invited 
the World Muslim Commu-
nities Council to cooperate 
closely with the Academy in 
implementing all programs 
and activities related to Mus-
lim communities, in recogni-
tion of the leading role that 
the Council plays in guiding 
and directing these commu-
nities. His Excellency also 
spoke of the Academy’s ex-

perience in coordinating and 
cooperating with regional and 
international organizations 
for achieving objectives of 
common interest, such as the 
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees and 
the Islamic Advisory Group 
of the World Health Organi-
zation.
At the end of the meeting, 
commemorative souvenirs 
were exchanged between the 
two sides on this occasion.



The Secretary-General of the Academy, H.E. Prof. 
Koutoub Sano, held the third periodic meeting of 
the heads of the Academy’s divisions. His Excellency 
opened the meeting by thanking the participants for 
their efforts in implementing the decisions approved 
by the previous meetings, which go hand in hand 
with the process of the Academy’s development, 
performance, and the realization of its programs and 
activities.
His Excellency spoke of the outcomes of the recent 
meeting of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
held in Niger, and resulting decisions, including the 
approval of the amended Statute of the Academy.
His Excellency commended the first issue of the 
Academy’s newsletter and the introductory brochures 

and praised Mr. Mohamed Silla’s efforts who accom-
panied His Excellency on his trip to Niger.

The meeting resulted in a series of decisions, includ-
ing the following:
1 – To study the proposal of periodic mini-seminars 
among the OIC Member states to deal with crucial 
topics in the legal, intellectual, educational and cul-
tural fields.
2 – Finalize the printing of the Academy’s resolu-
tions and recommendations before the end of De-
cember 2020.
3- Publish the monthly newsletter in the three offi-
cial languages on the Academy’s website.
4- Adopt the first day of each Hijri month as the 
fixed date for the publication of the monthly news-
letter of the Academy “Academy News”.
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The Departments Directors 8th Weekly Meeting
His Excellency Prof. Koutoub Sano opened on Mon-
day 15 Rabi` al-Akhir 1442 corresponding to 30 No-
vember 2020, the eighth weekly meeting of the di-
rectors of the Academy’s departments, held via video 
conference.
After greeting the participants, His Excellency spoke 
of the great success of the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers of the OIC Member states in Niger on Fri-
day and Saturday 12-13 Rabi al-Akhir 1442, corre-
sponding to 27-28 November 2020, and confirming 
that the amendments to the Statute of the Academy 
have all been approved; the most important of which 
concern the change of the name of the “Secretariat of 
the Academy” to ” Secretariat-General of the Acad-
emy” and the name “Secretary of the Academy” to 
“Secretary-General of the Academy”.
His Excellency commended the outstanding efforts 

of the late H.E. Prof. Abdulsalam al-Abbadi and his 
team which led to this fruitful result. His Excellen-
cy also congratulated the Academy personnel for the 
completion of the brochure in the three languages and 
the issuing of the newsletter, which was widely dis-
tributed, and was hugely popular with the attendees.

His Excellency also thanked Mr. Mohamed Silla 
Al-Bachir, Head of the Warehouse and Library Di-
vision, for his remarkable efforts to facilitate the pro-
cedures and successful participation of His Excellency 
in the Conference of the Foreign Ministers of Muslim 
Countries.
The meeting resulted in several decisions, notably:
-To organize the first scientific forum between the 
Academy and the Shariah Councils members in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council on 6/5/1442, correspond-
ing to 21/12/2020.
-To organize a specialized jurisprudential economic 
symposium on the corona pandemic and submit a 
general overview in its regard by January 2021.
-To inform the official authorities of the headquarters 
country and the Member states about the approval of 
the amended statute of the Academy in its final form.

Within the series of the regular administrative meetings

The Departments Directors 12th Weekly Meeting 

The Departments Directors 11th Weekly Meeting 

The Heads of Divisions 3rd  Periodic Meeting 

Under the chairmanship of the Secre-
tary-General of the International Islamic 
Fiqh Academy, H.E. Prof. Koutoub Mou-
stapha Sano, held the 11th weekly meeting 
of the departments’ directors on Monday 5 
Jumada Al-Oula 1442, corresponding to 11 
December 2020.
His Excellency opened the meeting by wel-
coming the participants, he then presented 

the five-year strategic plan of the Academy, 
explaining that this strategy is a summary 
of the activities and programs proposed by 
the Academy’s departments. It has been 
classified scientifically to lead the Academy 
in achieving its objectives based on its ten 
core values.
At the end of the meeting, His Excellency 
expressed his thanks to Dr. Abdel Fattah 

Abanouf, Director of the Department of 
Planning and International Cooperation, 
and Ms. Sarah Amjd Hussein, Public Rela-
tions Officer in the Office of The Secretary 
General, for their efforts and continuous 
work to prepare this strategy and present it 
in its final form.

Under the chairmanship of the Secre-
tary-General of the International Is-
lamic Fiqh Academy, H.E. Prof. Kout-
oub Moustapha Sano, held the 12th 
weekly meeting of the directors of the 
Academy’s departments on Monday 
13 Jamada Al-Oula 1442, correspond-
ing to 28 December 2020.
His Excellency opened the meeting 
by greeting the participants and dis-
cussed the final modifications made to 

the annual strategic plan, the terms of 
which were presented in detail to the 
Bureau members with an explanation 
of the activities and programs derived 
from the strategic objectives, and the 
indices derived from them, in addi-
tion to the identification of the bod-
ies implementing the activities of the 
Academy’s departments, the proposed 
budget for the strategy and how to ob-
tain funding for it, which will be either 

self-financed or co-financed.
His Excellency confirmed that the 
work on this strategy shall begin ear-
ly next year, hoping that it will con-
tribute to achieve the expected objec-
tives of linking religious institutions, 
unifying efforts, and highlighting the 
true essence of the Academy through 
cooperation with other religious in-
stitutions and the desire to partner 
them not to replace them.
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The Departments Directors 9th Weekly Meeting 

The Heads of Division 4th Periodic Meeting  

The Departments Directors 10th Weekly Meeting 

Under the chairmanship of the 
Secretary-General of the Acade-
my, the ninth weekly meeting of 
the directors of the Academy’s 
departments was held on Monday 
22  Rabi` Al-Akhir 1442, corre-
sponding to 8 December 2020. 
His Excellency opened the meet-
ing by greeting the participants, 
stressing the importance of print-
ing the resolutions of the Acade-
my and the amended Statutes in 
the three languages in their final 
form before the next meeting to 
be presented to the Bureau mem-
bers.
His Excellency also thanked Dr. 

Abdel Fattah Abnauf, Director of 
Planning and International Co-
operation, responsible for drafting 
the administrative minutes of the 
meetings, for his valuable efforts 
in facilitating access to informa-
tion and follow-up for all depart-
ments and officials in an accessi-
ble and orderly manner.
The meeting resulted in several 
decisions, notably:
The necessity to deliver the doc-
uments along with the draft bud-
get to be presented to the Bureau 
members by 15/12/2020 at the 
latest.
-Work on revising the amended 

statute from typographical and 
spelling errors in its final form to 
send it to the OIC Department of 
Cultural and Social Affairs before 
printing.
-Review the paper prepared by 
the Research Department on 
the organization of a specialized 
jurisprudential economic sympo-
sium on the corona pandemic in 
December, and compare its out-
comes with those of Al-Baraka 
Symposium and the Abu Dhabi 
Conference on Emergency Juris-
prudence, by 10/12/2020 at the 
latest.

Under the chairmanship of the 
Secretary-General of the Acad-
emy, the 10th weekly meeting 
of the departments’ directors 
was held on Monday 29 Rabi 
al-Akhir 1442, corresponding to 
14 December 2020.
His Excellency opened the 
meeting by welcoming the par-
ticipants and discussed the most 
important aspects of the meet-
ing he had with H.E. Mr. Mo-
stafa Mihraje, Consul General 
and OIC Permanent Represen-
tative of France, concerning the 
means of strengthening cooper-
ation and partnership between 
the Academy and religious au-
thorities in France.

His Excellency spoke with the 
Consul General of the French 
Republic about the aggressions 
against Islam and the Prophet 
(PBUH) explaining that the 
true concepts of Islam and the 
teachings of Shariah are found-
ed on moderation, tolerance, 
as well as avoiding fanaticism, 
extremism and violence. His 
Excellency confirmed to the 
Consul General that those who 
insult the Noble Prophet are 
ignorant of his excellent biog-
raphy and unparalleled human-
ism, making it necessary for 
further cooperation between 
the Academy and the scientific 
councils and academic institu-

tions in France.
The meeting resulted in several 
decisions, notably:
-To begin the classification and 
categorization of the Academy’s 
resolutions and recommenda-
tions according to the subjects 
of thought, family, transactions, 
crimes and others, adding the 
option to print the resolutions 
on the Academy’s website.
-To prepare giftletters for the 
new edition of the resolutions 
and recommendations of the 
Academy.
-Requesting departments to 
prepare weekly reports on their 
activities to be presented at the 
weekly meeting.

H.E. Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, Secre-
tary-General of the Academy, held the fourth 
periodic meeting of the heads of the Academy’s 
administrative and technical divisions on Wednes-
day 1 Jamada Al-Oula 1442, corresponding to 16 
December 2020. His Excellency spoke at the be-
ginning of the meeting about the importance of 
strengthening cooperation and integration among 
the Academy’s staff according to the ten core val-
ues of the Academy.
His Excellency called for the need to eliminate the 
phenomenon of negative rumors in the workplace 
through mutual support and advocacy in accor-
dance with the hadith of the Messenger, (PBUH): 
“The parable of the believers in their affection, mer-
cy, and compassion for each other is that of a body. 
When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with 
sleeplessness and fever.” (Muslim 2586)
His Excellency reminded the participants of the 
importance of adhering to the noble Quranic verse: 
“O you who have believed, if there comes to you a 
disobedient one with information, investigate, lest 

you harm a people out of ignorance and become, 
over what you have done, regretful.” Al-Hujurat 6
This verse means that a talebearer is considered in 
Shariah, an immoral person whose testimony is not 
accepted and has no value in society, because gos-
sip and tale-bearing, which mean to transmit false 
information in order to corrupt people, is consid-
ered one of the worst social disease that must be 
fought for the security of society. His Excellency 
also stressed the need to deal with each other with 

open arms and a clear heart. 
His Excellency announced the beginning of the 
implementation of the system of flexible working 
hours, and he confirmed that the second issue of 
the monthly newsletter would be published on the 
first day of each Hijri month. 
On the other hand, His Excellency stated that 
the 2021 Strategic Plan is ready and represents a 
substantial leap in the Academy’s progress, as it 
includes a clear formulation of the activities and 
programs that the Academy intends to carry out 
during the next five years. The plan also clarifies 
the departments and divisions responsible for the 
implementation of the various programs and activi-
ties. It will be made available to all staff so work can 
begin on the 1st of  January 2021.
It should be noted that the meeting of the heads 
of the Academy’ divisions is a periodic meeting 
held every two weeks in the presence of the Secre-
tary-General of the Academy to discuss the prog-
ress of the Academy and to follow up its opera-
tional plans.


