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IIFA Statement on the Decision of the KSA to Allow a Limited Number of Pilgrims for this Hajj season

IIFA Secretariat General mourns H.E. Professor Ahmed Khaled Babeker
《Who, when disaster strikes them, say, “Indeed 
we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will
return.》,   Al-Baqara, 156《Everyone upon the earth will 
perish, And there will remain the Face of your Lord, 
Owner of Majesty and Honor》,   Ar-Rahman, 26-27

***
Eight decades spent by our late father – may Allah 
have mercy on him – as a servant of the Noble 
Quran, the Pure Sunnah and Islamic jurisprudence. 
He spent his time as a teacher and educator for 
generations of students who savored his knowledge. 
He had time shortage due to his saturated schedule, 
yet was educated and polite in his manners. Our 
professor spent a large part of his eternal life in the 
service of universities, institutes and schools, and 
concluded his career with excellent and unforgettable 
services to the International Islamic Fiqh Academy 
as Secretary General. His Excellency worked night 
and day to advance the Academy, improve its 
performance, serve its causes, defend it and publicize 
it in events and conferences. May Allah reward him 
on behalf of the Academy, its members, experts and 
affiliates with the best of rewards.
Thus, we testify that our Sheikh was a pinnacle of 

Praise be to Allah, Who said: “But whoever 
disbelieves – then indeed, Allah is free from need of 
the worlds.” Al-Imran 97. Blessing and peace upon 
the Messenger of Allah who said: “There are no days 
in which a good deed is more pleasing to Allah than 
these ten days. O People increase during these days 
tasbih, tahmid, tahlil, and takbir” (Tabarani).
The International Islamic Fiqh Academy, with its 
Presidency, Secretariat, members and experts, as 
they welcome the Hajj season of 1442 AH, recalls 
what Allah the Almighty, the Most Sublime, has 
bestowed upon the Ancient House (Kaaba) of great 
virtues in all times, for it is the His most beloved 
place, which is also considered the first in purity, 
safety, solemnity and stability.
Allah said: “And [mention] when We made the 
House a place of return for the people and [a place 
of] security. And take, [O believers], from the 
standing place of Abraham a place of prayer. And 
We charged Abraham and Ishmael, [saying], “Purify 
My House for those who perform Tawaf and those 
who are staying [there] for worship and those who 
bow and prostrate [in prayer].” Al-Baqarah: 125.
“And [mention, O Muhammad], when We 
designated for Abraham the site of the House, 
[saying], “Do not associate anything with Me and 
purify My House for those who perform Tawaf and 
those who stand [in prayer] and those who bow and 
prostrate.” Al-Hajj: 26. “In it are clear signs [such 
as] the standing place of Abraham. And whoever 
enters it shall be safe.” Al Imran: 97
“Have they not seen that We made [Makkah] 
a safe sanctuary, while people are being taken 
away all around them? Then in falsehood do they 
believe, and in the favor of Allah they disbelieve?” 
Al-Ankabout:67. The preservation of these 
characteristics of the House of Allah is one of the 
most essential duties, just as performing the duty 
of purification, ensuring safety and security, and 
glorifying the rituals are some of the most sacred 
and honourable duties throughout the ages. The 
perseverance in purifying the House of Allah by

washing it, perfuming it, and keeping it free from 
epidemics, diseases, and filth is based on the 
provisions of Shariah and the realization of its 
objectives. It is also a commitment to the most 
honourable deeds, the best acts of worship, and the 
highest forms of obedience to Allah.
The world is going through an exceptional health 
emergency due to the unprecedented spread of the 
coronavirus pandemic, which has spread fear and 
panic everywhere, killed millions of souls, disrupted 
traffic and travel between countries, and has widely 
affected all aspects of life. Despite the enormous 
scientific and practical efforts that governments 
and nations are making to combat this pandemic 
and prevent its spread, the bitter truth is that 
the pandemic has not yet been controlled, and it 
continues to spread in many countries. Its strains 
mutate, and its waves intensify from time to time.
On the premise that the Kingdom, which Allah 
has honoured by entrusting it with the Two Holy 
Mosques, has provided the best means of comfort, 
security and safety for the pilgrims and visitors who 
come to these blessed lands every year to perform 
their rituals with ease that surpasses all description, 
And given the confidence of the Ummah’s jurists, 
scholars, and thinkers, worldwide, in the sincerity 
and dedication of the wise Saudi leadership to 
protect and preserve these holy places, Also given 
the precision and wisdom that characterized the 
decision taken by the Saudi leadership to prevent 
the spread of the pandemic, as a fulfillment of 
their responsibility before their Lord the Almighty, 
and following the teachings of our religion, 
and fulfilling their responsibility before history. 

The Academy, takes this opportunity to reassure 
the Muslim countries and communities around 
the world that the decision taken by the Saudi 
government to allow just a limited number of citizens 
and residents to perform Hajj in this year 1442 H, 
is an effective, appropriate, and firm decision. The 
Academy also confirms that this decision is wise and 
in line with the primarily provisions of Shariah and 
that it realizes its supreme objectives, namely those 
of preserving religion and human lives. Hence, the 
proper management of Hajj, which is the fifth pillar 
of Islam, aims at safeguarding faith and human 
lives by allowing a limited number of people to 
perform Hajj this year due to the prevailing health 
conditions.
Furthermore, the International Islamic Fiqh
Academy, which is the world’s leading 
jurisprudential reference for Muslim countries and 
communities, calls on Muslims around the world to 
respect this well-established decision, and also calls 
on pilgrims -may Allah aid them in performing this 
duty appropriately – to fully adhere to the health 
guidelines and precautionary measures taken by 
competent authorities during the Hajj.
Finally, the Academy, takes this opportunity 
to express its sincere thanks and appreciation 
for the great and tireless efforts exerted by the 
Government of the Kingdom, under the leadership 
of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and his loyal 
Crown Prince, Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense, may Allah sustain them, in 
the development of the two Holy Mosques and the 
services given to pilgrims and visitors.
May Allah reward with the best of rewards. May He 
bless them with security, safety, and stability. May 
He accept the Hajj of the pilgrims, forgive their sins, 
and make their Hajj an ever-blessed act.

Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano
Secretary General of the Academy

humility in the defense of Islam and its nation, he was
kind, peaceful to all, tolerant with anyone who dealt 
with him. He was full of confidence in his Creator 
and in his destiny, satisfied with his love for Allah, 
His Messenger (PBUH) and for the good.
Yes my Lord, yesterday we prayed farewell 
to great renown figures, and now we mourn 
again our father and teacher, H.E. Prof. Khaled 
Ahmed Babeker, tonight, Tuesday, to join the 
great men and scholars he longed for. May Allah 
gather him with them in the Abode of bliss.
On behalf of the members, experts and affiliates of the 
Academy, and on my behalf, we express our deepest

condolences to H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah bin 
Humaid, President of the Academy, and his assistants
for their generous solidarity with Prof. Khaled 
Babeker and his family, may Allah reward them on 
the Day of Judgement.
We also express our thanks and appreciation for the 
special care that our late Sheikh received during his 
treatment in Riyadh, from the wise leadership of the 
host country, may Allah reward them, in the name 
of our father and us, and all his admirers, with the 
best of rewards, and may He preserve security and 
stability in their country.
Finally, we, the children, students and admirers of 
our Sheikh, must raise our hands, day and night, 
to beseech the Noble Lord, to have mercy on our 
father, to forgive him and to welcome him into His 
vast paradise.
May Allah the Almighty reward everyone for their 
patience and inspire them, as well as our families 
and loved ones, with patience and solace for what 
the Most Merciful has decreed.
Your son, Koutoub Moustapha Sano
Secretary General of the Academy
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President of Indonesian Ulama Council meets with the Secretary General of the IIFA

Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs receives the Secretary General of the IIFA
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Secretary General of the Academy meets with the Director General of Budget
at the Indonesian Ministry of Finance in Jakarta

H.E. Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano delivers a lecture on the Structure of Contextual and 
Contemporary Jurisprudence at Nahdlatul Ulama Society in Jakarta
Prof. Saeed Aqil Siraj, Executive President of the 
Indonesian Nahdlatul Ulama Society, received H.E. 
Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, Secretary General 
of the Academy, on Wednesday 28 Shawal 1442, 
corresponding to 9 June 2021, at the Society’s 
headquarters in Jakarta.
The Executive President of Nahdlatul Ulama, 
expressed his deep thanks and appreciation to His 
Excellency for his visit and his generous approval to 
give a public lecture on “the Structure of Contextual 
and Contemporary Jurisprudence”, commending in 
this regard the academic position of H.E. among 
those who have known him closely or read some 
of his books on Ijtihad, Ifta and Islamic finance. 
His Eminence also assured H.E. that Nahdlatul 
Ulama adopts an approach of moderation and 
temperance in Ijtihad and ifta; and rejects all forms 
of extremism and terrorism. He also highlighted the 
achievements of the Society, which is the largest 
Islamic association in the world, with more than 
20,000 institutes, dozens of universities, hospitals, 
rehabilitation, and training centers throughout the 
Republic of Indonesia, which is a home of 300 
million citizens, of which nearly 90% are Muslims.
His Eminence concluded his speech by expressing 
the Society’s willingness to cooperate and establish 
partnerships with the Academy, especially 
concerning raising the scientific and intellectual 
level of the Fatwa and the Advisory Committee 
within the association. Then, he opened the floor 
for H.E. to give the public lecture on the Structure 
of Contextual and Contemporary Jurisprudence and 
its Benefit on the Ummah. He told H.E. that

On behalf of Her Excellency the Finance Minister 
of Indonesia, Mr. Astra Pramanto Bakhti, Director 
General of Financial Budget and Secretary General 
of the Indonesian Association of Islamic Economics, 
received H.E. Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, 
Secretary General of the Academy, on Thursday 29 
Shawal 1442 corresponding to 10 June 2021, at the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Finance in Jakarta. 
His Excellency expressed his thanks to the Secretary 
General of the Academy and the accompanying 
delegation for their response to the invitation of 
Her Excellency the Minister of Finance to visit 
Indonesia during circumstances that prevented her 
from meeting the delegation due to Her Excellency’s 
mission outside Jakarta. He nevertheless conveyed 
to them the greetings and thanks of Her Excellency 
the Minister.
For his part, the Secretary General of the Academy 
expressed his deep appreciation and gratitude to the

Minister and the Director General for the invitation 
and warm welcome, stressing in this regard the
Academy’s willingness to build a lasting strategic 
relationship with the Ministry for the Republic 
of Indonesia to become a global reference and 
an international center for promoting interest in 
Islamic social finance, like others.
Member States of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, known as a global hub for Islamic 
banking and financial services, as in the case in 
Bahrain, Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates, 
or a global hub of Awqaf, as in the case in the State
of Kuwait. His Excellency stated that the human 
resources, scientific frameworks, and rapid tangible 
developments witnessed by Indonesia in the current 
era are an critical factor and a valid reason for 
Indonesia to become the first international center 
to promote Islamic social finance in research, 
management and legislation.
The two delegations discussed possible ways and 
means to strengthen the desired cooperation and 
partnership between the Academy and the Ministry 
of Finance in all areas of common interest, especially 
concerning the advancement of Islamic banking and 
financial institutions in ideology, performance and 
management, through the joint organization Based

on the fact that the resolutions and recommendations 
of the Academy are the primary references for 
Islamic financial institutions and due to the respect 
and acceptance they enjoy, especially in the field of 
transactions and contracts, the Ministry of Finance, 
which is responsible for Islamic financial issues and 
problems in Indonesia, looks forward to a strategic 
partnership and close cooperation with the Academy 
to benefit from the intellectual and legal capacities of 
its members and experts.
The meeting concluded with the agreement of both 
delegations to continue the discussion and debate 
on various issues and challenges of Islamic finance, 
including its problems and developments.
of conferences, seminars, courses and holding of 
seminars and workshops for those interested in 
Islamic economy in general and Islamic finance in 
particular.

between 15 and 20 million people were listening 
to his lecture via the Society’s television and social 
networks.
For his part, the Secretary General of the Academy 
expressed his profound thanks and appreciation 
for the warm welcome and hospitality and praised 
the outstanding scientific efforts and remarkable 
practical achievements that the Society has made 
and continues to make since its foundation nearly a 
hundred years ago. His Excellency also congratulated 
the Executive Director and the Executive Council 
members for their keen interest in education and 
purification, which have had the most significant 
impact on preserving the Islamic identity in the 
Indonesian archipelago, which counts more than 
seven thousand islands. His Excellency presented a 
brief overview of the Academy, its history, vision, 
mission, and objectives, and endorsed cooperation 
and coordination with the Society, especially 
in promoting moderation, Ijtihad, and Ifta on 
contemporary calamities and developments.
His Excellency, then, started by presenting 
the lecture’s terminology, which discussed the 
importance for the faqih (Muslim jurist) to drain his 
scientific and intellectual energy to achieve a solid, 
flexible, and consistent understanding of legal texts.
His Excellency also explained that one of the most
important characteristics of Shariah is that of the

flexibility, capacity, comprehensiveness, and stability 
and that these characteristics as a whole confirm the 
eternal nature of Shariah and its applicability for 
every time and place. In other words, without the 
flexibility of the texts of the Shariah and the breadth 
of its provisions, it would not have the strength 
today to explain legal provisions suitable for the 
issues and problems of contemporary life.
Thus, Islamic jurisprudence, which is an authentic 
understanding of Shariah texts, is contextual 
jurisprudence based on the consideration of contexts, 
clues, and signs. It is a realistic jurisprudence as it 
is based on an accurate understanding of the texts 
and a sober recognition of the facts to choose the 
ruling appropriate for each incident according to 
time and place. This jurisprudence is characterized 
by avoiding the abandonment of ready-made rulings 
affected by time and place on facts that differ in 
time and place. This jurisprudence also aims to 
prevent the importation of fatwas intended to be 
used in different events and different realities and 
environments. Moreover, H.E. pointed out that 
there are fixed rulings that do not change with time 
and place and are characterized by being stated in 
definitive texts in terms of significance and proofs, 
known as the fundamentals and constants on which 
all Muslims agree. H.E. called for not neglecting 
these rulings under the pretext of revivalism and 
Ijtihad, as they do not require a new Ijtihad for 
understanding for their clarity and plainness, and 
which also include the foundations of belief, the 
pillars of Islam, the pillars of faith and Ihsan, the 
virtues, and boundaries and higher purposes of 
Shariah.
H.E. concluded his lecture by inviting the Nahdtul 
Ulama to move forward by pursuing their emphasis 
on education, learning and purification, describing 
these three as the safety valve, the basis of stability, 
and ensuring progress and development at all times 
and places.
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Secretary General of the Academy meets with Senior Officials of the Central Bank
of Indonesia and members of the IIEA in Jakarta

Central Council of Al-Muhammadiyah receives the Secretary General in Jakarta
Mr. Haider Naseer, Executive Chairman of 
the Central Council of the Indonesian Al-
Muhammadiyah Association, accompanied with 
the Central Committee’s members, received H.E. 
Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, Secretary General 
of the International Islamic Fiqh Academy, and 
the accompanying delegation on Thursday, 30 
Shawal 1442 corresponding to 11 June 2021, at the 
headquarters of Al-Muhammadiyah Association in 
Jakarta.
The Executive Chairman of the Association expressed 
his thanks and gratitude to the Secretary-General of 
the Academy for his visit to the headquarters of the 
Association and for meeting with the members of 
the Central Committee to discuss ways to improve 
cooperation between the two organizations. He 
pointed out that the Association, which has more 
than 30 million registered members, believes 
in diligence, renewal and openness, and rejects 
dependence, imitation and exclusion. It also has 
hundreds of hospitals, clinics, universities, dozens 
of banks and more than five thousand schools 
and institutes and is very active in charity and 
social work. The Association adopts the method of 
preaching through good behaviour and good deeds

instead of limiting itself to empty words, making 
it popular among intellectuals and thinkers of all 
kinds. He also mentioned the free medical services 
provided by the Association during the coronavirus 
pandemic, as tens of thousands of people infected 
by Covid-19 were treated and many families were 
provided with subsidies during the pandemic.
He explained that there is an important and 
influential place for women scholars and thinkers 
within the Association under the women’s wing 
named “Aisha Association”, as they raise awareness, 
educate, and fight reactionary ideas that try to exclude 
women from active participation in social, political, 
economic and intellectual life. It also fights against 
the thoughts and allegations of feminist movements 
that try to erase social values and principles under 
the pretext of freedom and liberation.
Therefore, the Association looks forward to 
cooperating closely with the Academy in terms of 
academic support to clarify the Shariah provisions 
on contemporary issues.* On his part, H.E. Prof. 
Koutoub Sano expressed his sincere thanks to

Mr. Haider Naseer, Executive Chairman and the 
Central Committee’s members, commending 
the tremendous educational efforts and social 
services provided by the Association for more 
than a hundred years. H.E. also praised the great 
importance the Association attaches to education, 
primarily vocational and academic education, such 
as running more than a hundred universities and 
hundreds of hospitals is certainly no small task.
H.E. pointed out that the Academy considers Ijtihad 
as a permanent legislative source that no one can 
close or open because Allah and His Messenger 
(PBUH), have legislated and encouraged it. Allah
has set aside two prizes for those who struggle 
hard and render a right judgment, and one prize 
for those who struggle hard and issues a wrong 
judgment. Therefore, the Academy bases its Shariah 
resolutions on an authentic Ijtihad and fully believes 
in the importance of revival with its rules and 
methods. H.E. concluded his speech by emphasizing 
the willingness of the Secretariat General to 
cooperate with the Association, especially with the 
thinkers and scholars, members of the women’s 
wing “Aisha Association” to participate in the 
Academy’s sessions, conferences, and symposiums. 
He also affirmed that the Academy was ready to 
jointly organize specialized seminars and workshops 
for women thinkers and scholars within the OIC 
Member States. H.E. was accompanied at this 
meeting by Dr. Omar Zuhair Hafez, Special Advisor 
to His Excellency, Mrs. Sarah Amjad Hussein, 
Director of Family and Women Affairs, and Mr. 
Khalid Al Ahmadi, Head of Administrative Affairs 
of the Academy
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IIFA and Indonesian Ulema Council sign a Memorandum of Understanding in Jakarta

Rector of Sharif Hidayatullah University receives the Secretary General of the Academy 
at the University City of Jakarta
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IIFA and Indonesian Ministry of Religious Affairs sign a Cooperation Agreement 

International Institute of Islamic Thought ( IIIT) hosts a lecture by H.E. Prof. Koutoub
Sano on Reform and Renewal
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At the Annual Islamic Awqaf Conference, the Secretary General of the Academy calls
for a Better Awareness of Monetary Waqf

International Islamic University of Malaysia (IIUM) hosts the Secretary General of the 
Academy at the International Symposium on Cultural Intelligence and the Future of Education
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The Consul General and Permanent Representative of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan to the OIC visits the Academy

Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum hosts the Secretary General of the Academy in its
Annual Program of the Diplomacy Academy
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The Ambassador of the Republic of Uganda visits the IIFA

Minister of Guidance of Afghanistan holds a Virtual meeting with the Secretary General

Secretary General meets with the Permanent Representative of Somalia to the OIC
this visit, which is the first ever by a Secretary 
General of the Academy to the delegation office.
The Ambassador also assured H.E. of the full 
readiness of Somalia to strengthen cooperation 
and partnership between the Academy and the 
leading and reputable Somali scientific institutions, 
especially with regard to combating intellectually the 
armed terrorist groups that kill innocent civilians 
and destroy properties.
For his part, the Secretary General praised the 
continuous support of the Federal Republic of 
Somalia to the Academy since its establishment, 
noting in this regard the distinguished role played 
by Somali scholars and thinkers in the Horn of 
Africa, in terms of their appreciated efforts in the 
field of combating all forms of extremism and 
terrorism, and he  affirmed the full readiness of the

Academy to provide all forms of intellectual support
to the government and people of Somalia. He 
also expressed the Academy’s firm desire to hold 
conferences, specialized seminars, and organize 
workshops in Somalia in cooperation with the 
eminent Somali scholars to refute the destructive 
and alien ideas of the terrorist groups.
The Ambassador reiterated his thanks to H.E. and 
looked forward to further discussions and meetings 
in  the future.

H.E. Professor Koutoub Moustapha Sano, Secretary 
General of the Academy, visited on Wednesday, 
20 of Dhu al-Qa’dah 1442 corresponding to June 
30, 2021, the headquarters of the delegation of 
the Federal Republic of Somalia in Jeddah.  The 
Ambassador Abdul Razzaq Siyad Abdi and his 
deputy Dr. Abdul Rahim Othman Alami welcomed 
the Secretary General and his accompanying staff 
expressing their thanks and deep appreciation for 

His Excellency Sheikh Muhammad Qasim Halimi, 
Minister of Guidance, Hajj and Endowments of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, held a virtual 
consultative meeting on Wednesday, 20 of Dhu al-
Qa’dah 1442 corresponding to June 30, 2021, with 
H.E. Professor Koutoub Moustapha Sano, Secretary 
General of the International Islamic Fiqh Academy 
(IIFA).
The Minister expressed his great thanks to the 
Secretary General for the successful efforts of 
the Academy in spreading true Islam, correcting 
concepts, and promoting moderation, noting in 
this regard that the Academy is almost the only 
shariah international reference that is accepted 
by all scholars and jurists from all over the 
world. He also pointed out that the Academy’s 
resolutions are well accepted by scholars and 
thinkers around the world and expressed in 
particular his admiration for the knowledge and

intellectual capacity of the Secretary General
of the Academy, who is also appreciated by scholars 
in the Muslim world.
Then the Minister expressed to the Secretary General 
the desire of the Afghan government for the Academy 
to play a major role in achieving reconciliation 
in Afghanistan by organizing a conference or 
symposium that brings together the senior scholars 
of Afghanistan to discuss achieving the desired 
reconciliation between the conflicting parties. 
The minister concluded his speech by expressing 
his confidence in the ability of the Academy to 
achieve this request in the shortest possible time.
For his part, the Secretary General of the Academy 
greeted the Minister, and thanked him for this 
valuable initiative, which is at the core of the 
Academy’s mandate. The Secretary General also 
confirmed the Academy’s firm stance to preserve 
blood, lives, and properties based on strong evidence

from the Holy Quran and the Noble  Sunnah.
He meanwhile welcomed the initiative of the 
Minister, promising him the Academy’s readiness 
to play a prominent role in achieving reconciliation 
and peace between the conflicting parties in the near 
future.
The two sides agreed to continue their meetings in 
the coming days.

His Excellency Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, 
Secretary General of the International Islamic Fiqh 
Academy (IIFA), received on Tuesday 19 Dhu al-
Qa’dah  1442 corresponding to June 29, 2021, 
in his office in Jeddah, H.E. Mr. Isaac Biruma 
Sibulime, Ambassador of the Republic of Uganda 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Permanent 
Representative of Uganda to the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), who came specially 
from Riyadh to meet with His Excellency and 
express the support of the Government of Uganda 
to the Academy.
The Ambassador extended his congratulations to 
H.E. on his appointment as the duties of Secretary 
General of the Academy. He also congratulated him 
for the changes made during the past few months 
that have become the subject of appreciation in the 
diplomatic circles. He equally briefed on conditions 
of Muslims in Uganda and expressed his compassion 
for the demise of the late Sheikh Anas Abdel Nour 

Kalisah who was the representative of  Uganda to the 
Academy. Then he wished His Excellency success in 
his mission, which he described as great and difficult, 
stressing that His Excellency will find all the support 
and assistance from the Ugandan government.
From his part, H.E. Prof. Sano welcomed the 
Ambassador and his colleague and thanked them 
for bearing the trouble of traveling from Riyadh 
to Jeddah to visit the Academy. He also spoke 
about the virtues of His Eminence the late Sheikh 
Anas Kalisah, may God have mercy on him. He 
expressed that the late was for him a big brother, 
compassionate, and strong supporter. As for the 
new candidate to replace him, H.E. assured the 
Ambassador that the General Secretariat welcomes 
the proposed candidate and the Embassy will be 
consequently informed of the decision accordingly.
Then, he  introduced to his guests an overview of the 
Academy, its activities and programs especially its 
efforts aiming to combat extremism and terrorism by 
promoting moderation, coexistence, and tolerance 
among followers of different religions. He also 
made it clear that the members of the Academy are 
among the best and trusted scholars of the Ummah. 
The Academy is working harder to strengthen the 
bonds of cooperation and collaboration with the 
member states of the OIC through signing joint 
cooperation agreements. At the end, he informed the

Ambassador about the issuance of the first ever IIFA 
strategic plan, which includes the most important 
activities and programs that the Academy intends to 
implement during the next five years.
For his part, the Ambassador welcomed the 
cooperation between Uganda and the which he 
described as a renowned, impartial intellectual 
organization acceptable to all around the world, 
which puts it in a favorable position to serve all 
the members States. He added that the Academy is 
distinguished by its ability to defend the ideal image 
of Islam and refute all false and unjust accusations 
attached to Islam. He assured the Secretary General 
that Muslims in Uganda live with followers of other 
religions in peace and stability.
H.E. reiterated his thanks and great appreciation to 
the Ambassador for the visit, wishing him and his 
colleague a safe journey back to Riyadh.
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Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia to the OIC receives the Secretary General of the IIFA

US Consul General and Special Envoy to the OIC visits the Secretary General of the Academy
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Departments Directors Meetings

 Secondly: The 34th Meeting

Firstly: The 33rd Meeting

Thirdly: The 35th Meeting The 8th Monthly Staff Meeting



12

His Excellency Dr. Al-Othaimeen chairs the meeting of IIFA’s Bureau

Divisions Heads Meetings

Firstly: The 15th Meeting

Secondly: The 16th Meeting

His Excellency opened the 15th meeting of 
the divisions heads by thanking participants 
for their dedication in carrying out their 
tasks and implementing the activities and 
programs within the time limit, stressing at 
the same time the importance of referring 
to the minutes of the periodic meetings, 
whether weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly, 
in order to implement the instructions 
entrusted to each department. He also 
stressed the importance of writing the 
minutes of these meetings in order to 
document and ensure an effective follow-up.
His Excellency then highlighted the most 
important results of his recent visit to 
Indonesia with a delegation from the 
Academy, with the aim of strengthening
cooperation and communication with 
Indonesia. He pointed out that the Academy

delegation discussed with the Indonesian
authorities the procedural and logistical 
details related to the 25th session to be 
held in the Republic of Indonesia in sha 
Allah depending on the international 
circumstances relating to the Corona 
pandemic. Then, His Excellency discussed 
the items on the agenda of the meeting.
The meeting took several decisions, 
notably:. Calling for contributions by Indone-
sian researchers, men and women, to sub-
mit their papers to the next session of the 
Academy.. Update the electronic version of the 
Academy’s resolutions and recommenda-
tions on the website.. Allocate a page in the monthly newslet-
ter to publish the brief biographies of the 
Academy’s members.

His Excellency Prof. Koutoub 
Moustapha Sano, Secretary General of 
the International Islamic Fiqh Academy, 
presided over the sixteenth periodic 
meeting of the divisions’ heads of the 
Academy on Thursday 1st July 2021, where 
he started by welcoming the attendees, and 
pointing out the importance of adhering 
to the schedule of the periodic meetings 
in order to achieve the objectives of the 
strategic plan. He also highlighted the 
importance of cooperation and flexibility 
among all the staff to carry out the work 
of the Academy in the best possible way.
His Excellency also spoke about the 
results of the visit he made with the 
delegation accompanying him to 
the headquarters of the Permanent 
Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia to the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah and his 
meeting with His Excellency Ambassador 
Dr. Saleh Al-Suhaibani, the KSA’s 
permanent representative to the OIC. 
HE also mentioned the visit of the US 
Consul General to the headquarters of the 
General Secretariat of the Academy.
After that, His Excellency moved to

consider the items on the meeting’s 
agenda and discussed with the heads of 
the divisions the topics concerning them. 
The meeting resulted in a number of 
decisions, notably:. Confirmation of posting the fourth 
edition book of the resolutions of the 
Academy on the website.. Publishing the biographies of the 
scholars of the Academy, both those 
deceased and those still among us, in the 
monthly newsletter of the Academy by 
order of seniority.. Summarizing the news of the periodic 
administrative meetings of the Academy 
published in the monthly newsletter 
into three main headings: a report on 
the weekly meetings of the heads of the 
departments, a report on the bi-monthly 
meetings of the heads of divisions, and 
a report on the monthly meetings of the 
staff of the Academy.. Assigning Mr. Walid Al-Hadrami 
to compile the biographies of the late 
scholars of the Academy.. Translating the Academy’s statements 
published on its official website into 
English and French.


